Wyoming County

HEALTHCARE CENTER

Enhanced Visibility Through New Signage

New signage has been
installed at the facility, made
possible through the
generous support of the
Neighborhood Assistance
Program (NAP), enhancing
visibility and accessibility for
residents and visitors.. This
initiative has enhanced our
center’s visibility and
accessibility, making it easier
for residents and visitors to
find and navigate our facility.

With two new road signs along
main routes leading to WCHC,
a large building sign, and
helpful interior signs,
community members can now
locate us with greater ease
and comfort. The building sign
proudly identifies our center
from afar, while the interior
signage provides clear
direction for patients and
visitors seeking services,

workshops, or events within
the facility.

This project, funded entirely
by the NAP, reflects our
shared commitment to
improving healthcare access
and supporting the wellness of
Wyoming County. By
showcasing how donor
contributions and grants
translate into visible,
meaningful improvements, we
hope to inspire future funders
to join us in expanding and
enhancing our community
offerings.

Thank you for making this
possible. We invite you to stop
by, see the enhancements
firsthand, and experience how
NAP funding and community
support are helping WCHC
move closer to fulfilling its
mission.

www. wycohealthcarecenter.org
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Wyoming County

HEALTHCARE CENTER:

Broadband and Facility Expansion Grant

The Wyoming County Healthcare Center is proud to share that it has been awarded a $1 million grant through
the Pennsylvania Broadband Development Authority, funded by the ARPA Multi-Purpose Community
Facilities Program.This grant is a critical step forward in our mission to enhance healthcare access for the
residents of Wyoming County and its surrounding areas.

With this grant, WCHC will expand broadband access to become a vital hub for healthcare, education, and
community outreach, with the goal to serve over 5,000 rural residents. This project is designed to address
the healthcare needs of our rural community by ensuring that essential services—such as telehealth and
remote monitoring—are accessible to underserved populations. Additionally, the funding will help improve
the infrastructure of our facility, ensuring it meets modern standards for healthcare delivery.

This grant is part of a larger state initiative aimed at improving internet access and community facilities,
helping underserved areas thrive by supporting work, education, and health services. WCHC’s development
as a healthcare hub will benefit not only the residents of Wyoming County but also regional partners and
organizations working together to improve community health outcomes.

We are grateful for the support of our local legislators, including Rep. Tina Pickett and Sen. Lisa Baker, whose
advocacy was instrumental in securing this funding. Their commitment to the future of healthcare in
Wyoming County has been a key factor in making this progress possible. We also extend our sincere
appreciation to Katie Smith from the Northern Tier Regional Planning and Development Commission, whose
guidance and assistance were invaluable throughout the process. Her expertise and dedication have been
essential to our continued growth and success.

As we continue moving forward, we look forward to keeping our supporters updated on this exciting initiative
and the impact it will have on the health and well-being of our community. Thank you to all of our funders and
partners for your continued support as we work toward a healthier, more connected future for Wyoming
County!

AllOne Charities Grant Fuels Healthcare Advancements

We are honored to share that Wyoming County Healthcare Center has been awarded a $500,000 grant from
AllOne Charities. This vital funding will serve as a match for our Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC)
grant, significantly expanding our ability to provide essential healthcare services to the community.

This grant enables us to invest in advanced diagnostic equipment such as a vision screener, EKG machine,
audiometer, AED kits, DEXA machine, and ultrasound, ensuring improved healthcare services for our
community. These tools will enhance diagnostic capabilities and improve access to quality care. Additionally,
the funding will support salaries and much-needed renovations to our public classroom and computer room,
creating spaces designed for education, training, and community outreach.

We deeply appreciate the generosity of AllOne Charities and their belief in our mission. This grant represents
a collaborative effort to address Wyoming County’s healthcare needs and invest in a healthier future for all.




WCHC

wchc@wycohealthcarecenter.org
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Mindful Miles Outreach Program

The Wyoming County
Healthcare Center is excited
to announce a community
outreach program, Mindful
Miles, set to take placein
June at the scenic Vosburg
Neck State Park. This
initiative, made possible
through a generous grant
awarded by the Wyoming
County Community Health
Foundation, combines
physical activity and mental
wellness to promote holistic

health within the community.

Mindful Miles is designed to
encourage participants ages
8-10 to engage in mindful
walking and outdoor
exploration while learning
techniques to manage stress,
improve focus, and foster
emotional resilience. The
beautiful trails of Vosburg

Neck State Park will serve as
the perfect backdrop for this
enriching experience.

WCHC is proud to collaborate
with Vosburg Neck State Park
for this program and grateful
for the Wyoming County
Community Health
Foundation’s support. This
partnership exemplifies the
shared mission of fostering
wellness and building
connections within our
community.

Stay tuned for more details
about Mindful Miles,
including registration
information and event
schedules. We look forward
to seeing you in June for this
exciting opportunity to
embrace health, mindfulness,
and the great outdoors!
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Amazing
Honor

Lindsay Shalata, Executive
Director of the Wyoming
County Healthcare
Center, Inc., was honored
with the Young
Professional Hero Award
by the Wyoming County
Chamber of Commerce
in November. Pictured
with Senator Baker,
Representative Pickett,
and Chamber President
Gina Suydamk, Lindsay
was recognized for her
outstanding leadership in
healthcare partnerships,
strategic planning,
fundraising, and
community outreach.
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WCHC PARTNERS WITH CHOP OUT HUNGER
TO LAUNCH NEW FOOD PANTRY

The Wyoming County Healthcare Center (WCHC) has joined forces with CHOP Out Hunger to bring a food
pantry to our facility, strengthening our efforts to address food insecurity in the community. Located in the
center’s computer room on the lower level, this pantry will provide accessible, nutritious food options for
those in need. We anticipate the computer room to be fully renovated and operational by March 1, 2025.

to create a generation free from hunger

through community partnerships and a variety
™y ':l' H u N G E R of innovative programs. They work throughout
. a Pennsylvania to offer critical support to
children, veterans, and families who face food
insecurity.

CHOP Out Hunger, also known as Child Hunger
n Outreach Partners, was founded with a mission

With initiatives like the Backpack Program, in-school and pop-up pantries, and summer meal programs,
CHOP Out Hunger helps bridge food gaps that can be barriers to wellness and success for many people.

The pantry at WCHC will provide a convenient, reliable resource where community members can access
food essentials right in their neighborhood. By extending CHOP’s mission, this pantry will provide crucial
food support to Wyoming County residents, ensuring access to nutritious options during challenging times.

We extend our deepest gratitude to Dani Ruhf and CHOP Out Hunger for their impactful work and for
helping us make a difference in our community. Together, we are working to ensure that food insecurity
does not stand in the way of health and well-being for Wyoming County families.

To support this essential initiative, please consider making a
donation to CHOP Out Hunger. Visit Tunkhannock CHOP Donations DON
to contribute and help us fight food insecurity in Wyoming County.
For just $5.00, you can feed a child for an entire week. That's all it
takes to ensure that a student in Wyoming County has the
nourishment they need to focus in the classroom and feel secure
at home. Imagine the impact of $20.00 — it can provide meals for a
whole month, easing the stress on struggling families and giving
children the opportunity to thrive.

Together, we can create a stronger, healthier community.

www.wycohealthcarecenter.org
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UPPER
PARKING LOT
UPGRADED

Recent upgrades to the upper parking lot
at the Wyoming County Healthcare Center
have improved accessibility and created a
more welcoming entrance for visitors to
our facility.

The newly tarred and chipped parking lot
improves durability and enhances the
safety and accessibility for over 8,000
annual visitors to our facility. To further
enhance the area, the existing light bases
have been repainted, bringing a polished
look to the space. New concrete steps have
also been installed, improving access to
the building and making entry safer and
easier for all visitors.

These improvements are part of our
commitment to providing a more
accessible and comfortable experience for
everyone who visits WCHC, whether for
healthcare services, community events, or
educational programs. We encourage you
to stop by, see the upgrades for yourself,
and experience the positive changes that
support our shared vision for a healthier
Wyoming County.

Thank you for your continued support as
we work to make meaningful, lasting
improvements to our facility!

NEW ROOFING
PROJECT
COMPLETED
OVER FORMER
ICU AREA

As part of our ongoing commitment to
improving and maintaining the Wyoming
County Healthcare Center, we’re excited to
share the completion of a critical roofing
upgrade over the former ICU area. This project
involved replacing approximately 2,500
square feet of roofing, ensuring that our
facility remains safe, secure, and ready to
serve the community well into the future.

The project began by removing the old rubber
membrane and fiberboard, which had started
to wear over time. A high-density fiberboard
and durable rubber membrane were installed,
offering a robust, weather-resistant surface
that ensures long-lasting protection.To further
reinforce this section, metal flashing and
coping were added around the edges, ensuring
long-lasting protection.

The finishing touch was the application of two
coats of Mule-Hide 100% silicone roof coating.
This coating not only seals the roof for added
waterproofing but also enhances durability,
significantly extending the roof’s lifespan and
reducing maintenance needs.

This roofing improvement is a vital part of
WCHC’s mission to offer a reliable, welcoming
facility for all who visit. Thanks to the
generous support of funders and community
partners, we're able to make these important
upgrades, securing our center for current and
future needs.

We’re grateful for the continued support that
enables us to make essential investments like
these in our facility, and we invite you to visit
and see firsthand the progress we’re making
together. Thank you for being part of this
journey to provide exceptional healthcare
access and support for Wyoming County!
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NEW EQUIPMENT

Thanks to the generous support from the Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) grant.

AED KITS

We have enhanced our emergency response capabilities with the
installation of new Automated External Defibrillators (AEDs)These
crucial devices are now strategically placed throughout our facility,
each housed in a newly mounted cabinet for easy access during
emergencies. This vital project not only strengthens our commitment
to health and safety but also ensures that we are better equipped to
handle cardiac emergencies, providing essential life-saving
interventions within moments of critical need.

DEFIBRILLATOR

Realityworks, is designed to support organizations training youth in healthcare careers.
-\_}_\_“/_4‘& A lending library allows educators and community programs to borrow high-quality
. . , tools, such as simulators and interactive resources, to provide realistic, hands-on
e o R experiences. This initiative aims to inspire and equip the next generation of healthcare
g i professionals with practical skills and knowledge.

‘\T‘-‘;;*f’ HEALTHCARE LENDING LIBRARY
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1 Our new lending library, made possible with innovative hands-on materials from

CONFERENCE ROOM

Our conference room now features a sleek, modern table, creating a
professional and functional space for meetings and events. Additionally,
we’ve added versatile Lifetime tables and chairs to accommodate larger
gatherings and flexible setups. These durable and easy-to-use pieces ensure
that the space can adapt to a variety of needs, from community programs to
training sessions. With the inclusion of a presentation board, the room is fully
equipped to support collaboration and engagement.

CHARGING STATIONS

Our facility will be featuring the SecureCharge 8 Pro from HonestWaves, a device that
combines secure storage, charging capabilities for up to eight mobile devices, and built-
in sanitization. Using UV-C technology, it effectively eliminates harmful bacteria and
viruses, ensuring devices remain germ-free while being charged. This addition enhances
our ability to provide a safe and hygienic environment, aligning with our commitment to
maintaining high standards for cleanliness and technology support.




ENERGY-EFFICIENT
WINDOWS INSTALLED AT
WYOMING COUNTY
HEALTHCARE CENTER

With the support of the Neighborhood
Assistance Program (NAP), the installation
of energy-efficient windows represents a
vital step in reducing energy costs by 20%
annually while creating a more welcoming
environment for all.

These windows bring not only a fresh,
modern look but also a host of practical
benefits. Designed to reduce energy
consumption, improve insulation, and
create a more comfortable space for
everyone, this upgrade reflects our
ongoing commitment to sustainability and
efficient resource management.

This project highlights how community
partnerships and funding opportunities
like NAP can drive meaningful change.
We’re deeply grateful for the support that
made it possible, and we’re excited to
continue enhancing our facility for the
Wyoming County community.

Be sure to check out the photo above to
see how these energy-efficient windows
are transforming our space!

NEW PUBLIC CLASSROOM
AND COMPUTER ROOM

The Wyoming County Healthcare Center is
excited to announce the start of renovation of
a new public classroom and computer room,
equipped with broadband services to support
education, job training, and community
engagement. This project was made possible
through the COVID-19 ARPA PA Multi-Purpose
Community Facilities Program and the
Appalachian Regional Commission (ARC) grant,
both of which provided crucial funding for this
transformative initiative.

The new space is designed to meet the
evolving needs of Wyoming County residents
by offering a hub for learning, skill
development, and digital connectivity. With
high-speed broadband access, community
members can now participate in online
courses, conduct job searches, and even
access telehealth services. The classroom will
also host a variety of workshops and
programs, from healthcare education to
financial literacy, ensuring a lasting impact on
the community's growth and well-being.

This project demonstrates the positive
outcomes that result from strategic
investments in rural infrastructure and
community resources. The combination of
support from the COVID-19 ARPA PA Multi-
Purpose Community Facilities Program and
ARC grant has allowed us to take a significant
step toward bridging the digital divide and
empowering residents.

We look forward to welcoming everyone to
this new resource in early March and exploring
its many possibilities to serve Wyoming
County better. Stay tuned for updates on
upcoming programs and events in this
incredible new space!
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New Partnership

WCHC Welcomes Martin Medicare Solutions

Wayne Martin of Martin Medicare Solutions brings a vital new resource to the Wyoming County Healthcare
Center, offering personalized Medicare guidance to residents. Wayne offers his services from a conveniently
located office on the first floor, to the left of our main entrance.

Navigating the complexities of Medicare can be overwhelming for many individuals, especially seniors. Martin
Medicare Solutions provides a much-needed service by offering:

e Personalized guidance to help clients understand their Medicare options

e Enrollment assistance tailored to individual needs

e Ongoing support for navigating coverage changes

e Advocacy to secure the care and benefits clients deserve

Wayne’s approach is grounded in a commitment to helping
clients make informed decisions, ensuring they maximize
their Medicare benefits.

Office Hours:
Wayne will be available for walk-in assistance during the
following hours:

Monday & Wednesday: 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: 1:00 PM - 5:00 PM

For those unable to visit during these times, Wayne is
available for scheduled appointments Monday through
Friday, 8:30 AM - 5:30 PM. Please call (570) 575-4845 to
book your appointment.

This partnership exemplifies the Wyoming County Healthcare Center’s dedication to expanding access to
essential services that empower our residents to lead healthier, more secure lives. By hosting Martin Medicare
Solutions on-site, we are making expert Medicare guidance more accessible to those who need it most.

We invite you to help spread the word about this important resource. If you or someone you know could
benefit from Wayne’s expertise, please contact him today.

Vol .02 Newsletter




BUSINESS TAX
CREDIT PROGRAM

Make a Difference with the Neighborhood Assistance
Program

Are you a business owner looking for a meaningful way to
give back to the community while enjoying significant tax
benefits? The Neighborhood Assistance Program (NAP) -
Special Program Priorities (SPP) is your opportunity to
make a real impact. With a 90% tax credit for eligible
contributions, your donation can directly support
transformative projects in Wyoming County.

Through NAP, Wyoming County Healthcare Center
(WCHC) has already made incredible progress with Phase
1 of its renovation plan. These critical infrastructure
upgrades, made possible by generous business
contributions, include:

e Elevator Modernization: Enhancing accessibility for
patients and staff.

e Roof Repairs: Ensuring a safe and secure
environment for healthcare services.

e Energy-Efficient Window Replacements: Reducing
operational costs and improving sustainability.

Looking Ahead: Phase Two Goals

While we’ve achieved significant milestones, there’s still
more work to be done. Phase Two of our plan will focus
on:

e Expanding Healthcare Services: Bringing additional
providers and specialties to the center to enhance
access to care for the community.

e Upgrading Infrastructure: Modernizing more areas of
the building to meet healthcare provider needs and
ensure safety for patients.

¢ Enhancing Community Spaces: Further improving
classrooms and public areas for educational
programs and outreach initiatives.

Keep Tax Dollars Local, Strengthen Wyoming County

You have a unique opportunity to not only support
WCHC’s mission to expand healthcare access in
Wyoming County but also to do it in a way that benefits
your business. Thanks to our participation in
Pennsylvania’s NAP program, eligible donors can receive
a tax credit equaling 90% of their charitable
contribution, in addition to claiming the donation on

Commit
Business submits a letter of

commitment to donate to a non-
profit organization.

Apply

The nonprofit organization applies
to NAP award.

Contribute

Once approved, the business
sends the donation to the
nonprofit.

Submit Claim

Private Business submits claim to

Department of Revenue for Tax
Credit.

itemized deductions. This means you receive
a significant tax benefit while helping us
provide critical services to residents in need.
It’s a win-win for your business and our
community!

Why Participate?

e Receive up to 90% of your donation back
in state tax credits.

e Be part of a community effort to
improve healthcare access and quality in
Wyoming County.

e Support a project that directly benefits
local businesses, residents, and
organizations.

The next NAP application period is opening
soon, and we invite you to join us in driving
meaningful change. For more information
about participating in NAP and how your
business can contribute, please contact us
at wchc@wycohealthcarecenter.org.

Together, we can build a stronger, healthier
Wyoming County!



Kiwanis Hosts Event

Wyoming County Healthcare Center was delighted to host
the recent AMBA event for the Kiwanis Club, bringing
together our community to prioritize wellness and
preventive health. This event provided attendees with
access to comprehensive health screenings at WCHC,
offering an invaluable opportunity to gain insights into their
health status and take proactive steps toward well-being.

With screenings covering a wide range of health indicators,
participants were able to consult with professionals on their
results, making it a truly community-centered health
initiative. We extend our gratitude to the Kiwanis Club for

. : . - organizing this impactful event and to everyone who

o S . ~ attended, supporting a healthier Wyoming County!

. COMMUNITY .

LEADERSHIP PROGRAM

The Wyoming County Chamber of Commerce's Leadership Wyoming program is a comprehensive 9-month
initiative designed to enhance leadership skills and foster community advocacy. Participants engage in
sessions led by field experts, covering topics such as Agriculture, Government & Emergency Services,
Economic Development, Health & Wellness, and more. These sessions provide in-depth insights into the
county's diverse sectors, equipping participants with the knowledge and skills to drive positive change.

On November 21, the cohort visited the Wyoming County Healthcare Center, touring the facility and meeting

representatives from various
healthcare entities. This visit
offered firsthand understanding |
of the healthcare system's '
integral role in the community.
The day concluded with a lunch
at Greenley's BBQ, facilitating
networking and reflection on
the day's experiences.
Leadership Wyoming not only
develops individual leadership
capabilities but also
strengthens connections among
community members,
promoting a collaborative
approach to addressing local
challenges and opportunities.



https://wyccc.com/

COMMUNITY

CPR/First Aid Training

Wyoming County Healthcare Center hosted a life-saving CPR
training session led by Ben Norris and Mike Ronca of Jump Start
Training. Employees from Shalata Land Clearing joined us to
learn essential skills such as:

e Performing CPR

e Using an AED machine

e Administering Narcan

e Using an EpiPen
We're proud to provide opportunities like these that empower
local businesses and their employees to step up in emergencies
and make a difference in our community.

A huge thank you to Ben and Mike for his expert guidance and to
Shalata Land Clearing for prioritizing safety and preparedness.

HAPPY HOLIDAYS

B8 WVOMING COUNTY
F00D PANTRY
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Additionally, in partnership with the Wyoming County Food
Pantry, the WCHC community rallied together to collect
nonperishable food items to help families facing food
insecurity. This effort reflects the shared commitment to
addressing critical needs and supporting neighbors in
challenging times.

The Wyoming County Healthcare Center

(WCHC) and its dedicated partners came
together this holiday season to make a
difference for local children. Through a
collaborative effort with Interfaith and the
Children’s Service Center, employees and
partners generously provided Christmas gifts
to 65 children in need. This remarkable act of
giving highlights the power of community-
based collaboration and the shared
commitment to supporting families during the
holidays. WCHC extends heartfelt gratitude to
all involved for making this initiative a success
and spreading joy throughout our community.

Together, we create brighter futures.
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Strengthening Emergency
Services in Wyoming County

EMS Services

At the Wyoming County
Healthcare Center, we remain
committed to supporting
emergency medical services
(EMS), which are vital to the
safety and well-being of our
community. Rural EMS agencies
face significant challenges,
including staffing shortages and
funding limitations, and we've
worked hard to foster
collaborative solutions and
provide immediate assistance.

This year, WCHC has made

significant strides, including:

® Establishing an EMS Staffing
Program: To address
immediate staffing shortages,
we implemented a program
designed to support local EMS
agencies until long-term
solutions are in place. This
initiative ensures continued
reliable service for our
residents.

e Facilitating Collaborative
Discussions: By bringing
together EMS leaders,

municipal representatives,
and other stakeholders, weve
created a forum for exploring
sustainable approaches to
staffing and funding.

¢ Launching a Feasibility Study
with DCED: In partnership with
the Pennsylvania Department
of Community and Economic
Development, we've initiated
a study to evaluate long-
term solutions for the
challenges facing EMS in
Wyoming County.

These efforts are part of a
broader strategy to ensure that
our EMS agencies remain
equipped to meet the needs of
the community now and in the
future.

We're grateful for the support
and engagement of our donors,
partners, and community
members who make these
initiatives possible. Together,
we're building a stronger
foundation for emergency
services in Wyoming County.

Funding Approved

Through $90,000 in Neighborhood
Assistance Program (NAP) funding,
the EMS Staffing Program is
addressing critical staffing
shortages, ensuring reliable
emergency care for Wyoming
County residents. This innovative
program provides tax credits to
businesses that donate, making it a
win-win for local companies and
our community. The Wyoming
County Community Health
Foundation (WCCHF) is serving as
the fiscal agent for this program,
which will deliver critical support to

EMS agencies facing staffing
shortages.

WCHC was proud to assist in the
grant-writing process, and this
funding represents a collaborative
effort to ensure reliable emergency
services for Wyoming County
residents. Thank you to the
businesses and individuals who
made this possible! Together, we're
creating a stronger, safer future for
our community.
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